CHRISTMAS EVE
A Savior Has Been Born

December 24th; 2023: 4:00 pm & 6:00 pm
St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church



Welcome to Worship!

Christ is born. Advent has been preparing our hearts for the joy we get to
proclaim tonight. The light of the candles has been growing until tonight.
The prophecies are fulfilled, and our attention is drawn to the child in the
manger. God’s prophet and his angel declare who he is: “Immanuel”...“a
Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.” The light has
shattered the darkness of our world. Oh, come, let us adore him!

Our Service

Tonight’s service is an adaptation of the service of lessons and carols. It
is traditionally done at the King’s College in Cambridge, where it consists
of nine lessons in total. Tonight, we forgo some of those lessons and
carols, and in their place, we have confession and a brief sermonette.
Toward the end of our service, we will worship by candlelight. You
should have received an individual candle which can be lit following the
instructions of our pastors when the time comes in the service. Parents
with small children, please assist your child (or hold the candle for/with
them). We do have a few battery-powered candles available should you
need them.

Restrooms and Child Training Room

Both areas are located at the back of the Church to your right as you exit
through the doors. Sound from the service is fed into the child training
room, which also has dimmable lights should you need to use them.

A Hearing Loop Listeners & Large Print Service Folders

Both of these items are provided for your use and located in the
information center nearest the sanctuary in the Narthex. Should your
hearing aid have a t-coil, please turn it on, and they should receive sound
directly without a loop listener.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

Preservice Music

Opening Bells
Opening Anthem (4:00 pm) Night of the Fathers Love
Arranged by Pepper Choplin
Sung by the St. Paul’s Choir
Opening Hymn (6:00 pm) Once in Royal David’s City—343:1,3
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Please Stand
Opening Dialogue

We light five Advent candles now. Christ’s candle kindles bright,
Dispelling darkness, Jesus comes with pure and holy light.
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The manger marks the earthly start of God’s plan to save the lost,
For Beth’'lem leads to Calvary, and manger leads to cross.

For Jesus comes to save the world, to heal earth torn apart,
To bring true peace, to free, redeem, and bind up broken hearts.

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession of Sins

We have come together to praise and thank our God for the gift of Jesus.
God created us to be his loving children, but we have disobeyed him and
deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our
sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In
countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be
called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy
on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin and
take away my guilt.

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life
and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt
forever. You are his own dear child. May God strengthen you with the joy
of Christmas to live according to his will.

Amen.

Exhortation

Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to
hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to
Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has
made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger.

And, because this would please our Lord, let us remember in his name
the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick
and those who are sad, the lonely and the unloved, and the elderly and
the little children. We especially remember all those who do not know
the Lord Jesus, those who do not love him, and those who by sin have
grieved his heart of love.
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Prayers and petitions of the week

Let us pray the prayer Christ himself taught us:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Be Seated
Hymn Now Sing We, Now Rejoice—363:1-3
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Thou my Sav - ior  art! Thou my Sav - ior art!
draw me wun - to thee! Draw me un - to thee!
May we praise him there! May  we praise him there!
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Sermonette Isaiah 9:2,6-7

2The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living
in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.

¢ For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be
on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

70f the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He
will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and
upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and
forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.

Offering

The majority of what we do here at St. Paul’s is funded by offerings
from God’s people. Whether worship, education, or the reqular
visiting we do for members, while our called workers may be going
out, your generosity makes it possible. We appreciate your generous
gifts this Christmas season and always.

There are visitor cards located in each pew. If you want to learn
more about St. Paul’s, please fill one out and our pastors will be in
contact with you.

A SELECTION OF LESSONS AND CAROLS

First Lesson Luke 1:26-35
The angel Gabriel announces to Mary the birth of a son.

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel
to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be married to a
man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.
28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored!
The Lord is with you.”

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of
greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary; you have found favor with God. 3! You will conceive and give birth
to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of
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his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his

kingdom will never end.”

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 35The

angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called

the Son of God.
Carol O Little Town of Bethlehem—333:1-3
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and prais - es sing to God the King and peace to all the earth.
where meek souls will re-ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.

Page 7



Second Lesson Matthew 1:18-24
An angel reveals Jesus to Joseph.

18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came

together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because
Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to
expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.

20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him
in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary
home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name
Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet:
23“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him
Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did
what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as
his wife.
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Carol On Christmas Night All Christians Sing—338
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Third Lesson Luke 2:1-7

Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.

1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be
taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took
place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their
own town to register.

4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line
of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be
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married to him and was expecting a child. ¢ While they were there, the
time came for the baby to be born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a
son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because
there was no guest room available for them.

Carol Away in a Manger—340
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Fourth Lesson Luke 2:8-20
The Shepherds go to the manger.

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch
over their flocks at night. ® An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 1°But
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will
cause great joy for all the people. 1t Today in the town of David a Savior
has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.

13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the
angel, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has told us about.”

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was
lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word
concerning what had been told them about this child, #and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. ° But Mary
treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they
had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.
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Carol

Christmas candles are lit as we sing.

0

Where Shepherds Lately Knelt—345:1-2,4
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Fifth Lesson John 1:1-14
The mystery of the incarnation.

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all
things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.
4In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5> The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a
witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might
believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the
light.

9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.

10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the
world did not recognize him. 1 He came to that which was his own, but
his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those
who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—
13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a
husband’s will, but born of God.

14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen
his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father,
full of grace and truth.
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Carol

What Child is This—344

The second Stanza will be sung by our soloist (4:00 pm).
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hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar -y!
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar -y!
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Please Stand

Prayer

When all was still, your eternal Word, O Lord, descended from the
almighty throne to dwell among us. May we receive him in the peace of
forgiven hearts and proclaim your gracious goodwill to all people on
earth, for he is God with us, Immanuel, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

May he who by his incarnation gathered things earthly and heavenly into
one, fill us with such joy that comes with the knowledge of the
forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal life. And the blessing of God
Almighty—the Father, the Son, # and the Holy Spirit—be upon you and
remain with you always.

Amen.

Remain Standing for the singing of the closing hymn.
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Closing Hymn Silent Night, Holy Night—337
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SERVING IN WORSHIP

Our Pastors Pastor Michael Kampman

Pastor Elijah Ehlert
Organist Will Hinn
St. Paul’s Church Choir Directed by Kathy Thurow
St. Paul’s Chime Choir Directed by Becky Miller
Instrumentalists Wendy Holmes—Flute

Marcus Tadych—Clarinet
Kaitlyn Kampman—Clarinet
Sammy Miller—Saxophone

Soloist Adelyn Kemnitz

Hymns reprinted from Christian Worship © 2021, Northwestern Publishing House. All rights
reserved. Onelicense.net A-71596

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978,
1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™

UPCOMING WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Christmas Day Worship December 25th at 9:00 am

Regular Worship December 30th at 6:30 pm
December 31st at 9:00 am

New Year's Eve Worship December 31st at 6:30 pm
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WELCOME To ST. PAUL’S!

Simply put, St. Paul’s exists to bring Jesus and His Word to more people
more often: in our families, in our congregation, in our community, and
in our world. Just a few of the many ways that we do this besides
gathering for weekly worship are:

Bible Information Class: Those who are not currently members but are
interested in learning more about the Bible’s teachings (and why we
teach them) are invited to attend Bible Information Classes. There is no
cost or obligation. These may be scheduled by appointment with either
pastor.

Bible Class & Sunday School: We regularly meet together to study the
Scriptures. Throughout the year, we cover various topics and discuss
what the Bible says about them. If you are interested in joining us, you
can stop by Wednesdays at 8:45 am or between services on Sundays.
Sunday School meets for ages 4-13 on Sundays between services (9-10
am). During the summer, Bible class and Sunday School take a brief
vacation.

St. Paul's School & Preschool: St. Paul's School exists to assist parents in
bringing the gospel to children so that the Holy Spirit may create and
nurture faith in Jesus Christ as their Savior; to provide a quality
education with all subjects taught in the light of God's Word; and to help
students use their God-given talents to serve others to God's glory.

Interested in Learning More?

If you are interested in membership, enrolling at our School or
Preschool, or perhaps just have questions about the Bible, don’t hesitate
to reach out to us at 920-922-1080 or check us out online at
www.stpaulsluthernnfdl.com. We look forward to having you as a part of
our family at St. Paul’s!
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