This We Believe

|. GOD AND HIS REVELATION

1. We believe that there is only one true Goddlsd4.6). He has made
himself known as the triune God, one God in threesgns. This is evident
from Jesus' command to his disciples to baptizéignmame of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit" (Matthew2X8. Whoever does not
worship this God worships a false god, a god whesdwt exist. Jesus said,
"He who does not honor the Son does not honor alieeF, who sent him"
(John 5:23).

2. We believe that God has revealed himself inneat The heavens
declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim thekwnad his hands"” (Psalm
19:1). "Since the creation of the world God's ifbtes qualities--his eternal
power and divine nature--have been clearly seanghederstood from
what has been made, so that men are without ex¢@sefians 1:20). So
there is no excuse for atheists. Since the reqeinésrof the law are written
on people's hearts, the consciences of peopldatsowitness that there is a
God to whom they are accountable (Romans 2:15).edew nature and
conscience present only a partial revelation of @ud one that is not able
to show the way to heaven.

3. We believe that God has given the full revelatf himself in his
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. "No one has ever sednltit God the One and
Only, who is at the Father's side, has made himvkiigJohn 1:18). In
Jesus, God has revealed himself as the Savior\@wal;'so loved the world
that he gave his one and only Son, that whoevesuas in him shall not
perish but have eternal life" (John 3:16).

4, We believe that God has also given a writteelegion for all people
in the Holy Scriptures. His revelation in the Bilblas two main messages,
the law and the gospel. The law declares whagtg and wrong, and it
threatens God's punishment for sin. The gospekptsshe love of God,
which he has shown especially by providing salvafrom sin through
Jesus Christ.

5. We believe that the entire Bible is Christ-eead. In the Old
Testament God repeatedly promised a divine delivfesen sin, death, and



hell. The New Testament proclaims that this prochideliverer has come in
the person of Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus himselio$alge Old Testament,
"These are the Scriptures that testify about matir{b:39).

6. We believe that God gave the Scriptures thraugh whom he chose,
using the language they knew and the style of ngithey had. He used
Moses and the prophets to write the Old TestanmeHebrew (some
portions in Aramaic) and the evangelists and apsst write the New
Testament in Greek.

7. We believe that in a miraculous way that gaaghd all human
investigation, God the Holy Spirit moved these rtewrite his Word.
These men "spoke from God as they were carriedydgrine Holy Spirit"

(2 Peter 1:21). What they said was spoken "notarde/ taught us by human
wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit" (1 Cohiains 2:13). Every
thought they expressed and every word they used green them by the
Holy Spirit. Saint Paul wrote to Timothy, "All Spture is God-breathed" (2
Timothy 3:16). The church has called this miracslptocessnspiration,
which means "breathing into." Since every word ofif8ure was inspired,
we also call this process verbal inspiration, oraxor-word inspiration.
This is not to be equated with mechanical dictatsance the Holy Spirit
guided the writers as they used their individuadalmlaries and writing
styles.

8. We believe that Scripture is a unified whotagtand without error in
everything it says, for the Savior said, "The Scme cannot be broken”
(John 10:35). Therefore it is the infallible autkypand guide for everything
we believe and do.

9. We believe that the Bible is fully sufficieatearly teaching people all
they need to know to get to heaven. It makes theise'for salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus" (2 Timothy 3:15)dahequips them for
"every good work" (2 Timothy 3:17). Since God'sptd salvation has been
fully revealed in the canonical books of the Bible, need and expect no
other revelations (Hebrews 1:1,2). The church i bo the teachings of the
apostles and prophets (Ephesians 2:20).

10. We believe and accept the Bible on its owms$gaccepting as factual
history what it presents as history and recogniaisdigurative speech what
Is evident as such. We believe that Scripture nmistpret Scripture, clear
passages throwing light on those less easily utws\We believe that no
authority--whether it is human reason, sciencecbolarship--may stand in
judgment over Scripture. Sound scholarship willhilly search out the
true meaning of Scripture without presuming to padgment on it.

11. We believe that the original Hebrew text af ®ld Testament and the



Greek text of the New Testament are the inspireddVdb God. Translations
of the Hebrew and Greek that accurately reflecntie@aning of the original
text convey God's truth to people and can progmzlgalled the Word of
God.

12.  Although the original documents themselveshasen lost, we
believe that the Lord in his providential care hasurately preserved the
Hebrew and Greek texts through the many hand-copatlscripts that
exist. Although there are minor differences or faats" between the various
hand-copied manuscripts, these variants do noecauwg changes in
doctrine.

13. We believe that the three ecumenical credgsApostles’, the
Nicene, and the Athanasian) as well as the Luth€afessions as
contained in the Book of Concord of 1580 expresdithe doctrine of
Scripture. Since the doctrines they confess anerdfeom Scripture alone,
we are bound to them in our faith and life. Therefall preaching and
teaching in our churches and schools must be mdwy with these
confessions, and we reject all the errors that tbgct.

14. We reject any worship that is not directethetriune God as
revealed in the Bible. We reject the use of fem@mames and pronouns for
God because in Scripture God reveals himself as&eFand Son. We reject
the opinion that all religions lead to the same God

15. We reject any thought that makes only pa8afpture God's Word
or that allows for the possibility of factual eriarScripture, even in so-
called nonreligious matters such as historicalemggaphical details. We
likewise reject all views that say Scripture is atgra human record of
God's revelation as he encounters mankind in lyistord so is a record
subject to human imperfections.

16. We reject any emphasis upon Jesus as thengéistord of God
(John 1:1) that minimizes the role of the Scripsuae the written Word of
God (Romans 3:2).

17. We reject every effort to reduce the confessimontained in the Book
of Concord to historical documents that do not haineling confessional
significance for the church today. We likewise cejgny claim that the
church is bound only to those doctrines of Scrpthiat are specifically
addressed in these confessions.

This is what Scripture teaches about God and his weelation. This we
believe, teach, and confess.
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This We Believe

ll. CREATION, MAN, AND SIN

1. We believe that the universe, the world, ardhihman race came into
existence in the beginning when God created heandrearth and all
creatures (Genesis 1,2). Further testimony toawest is found in other
passages of the Old and New Testaments (for exafpbelus 20:11;
Hebrews 11:3). The creation happened in the cafrsix consecutive days
of normal length by the power of God's almighty d.or

2. We believe that the Bible presents a trueutctnd historical
account of creation.

3. We believe that God created Adam and Eve ioWwisimage
(Genesis 1:26,27), that is, holy and righteousiritheughts, desires, and
will were in full harmony with God (Colossians 3;Ephesians 4:24). They
were furthermore given the capacity to "subdue"'&ockation (Genesis
1:28) and the responsibility to care for it (Gese&silb).

4, We believe that God created a multitude of gaogels. Sometime
after creation, a number of these angels rebetfathat God under the
leadership of one of their own who is called Satathe devil (2 Peter 2:4).
Ever since, these evil angels have opposed Goadts people (1 Peter
5:8).

5. We believe that Adam and Eve lost their divimage when they
yielded to the temptation of Satan and disobeyedi<Gcommand. This
brought upon them the judgment of God: "You willedy die" (Genesis
2:17). Since that time all people are conceivedlzord in a sinful condition
(Psalm 51:5) and are inclined only to evil (Gen&s). "Flesh gives birth



to flesh" (John 3:6). Since all people are by retigad in sin and separated
from God (Ephesians 2:1), they are unable to ramtiemselves to God
by their own efforts and deeds.

6. We believe that God in his gracious providemday and daily
provides for the bodily needs of all people (Psa#th:15,16). He
furthermore protects believers against all dangeddeping evil away from
them (Psalm 121:7) or by making it serve their gfdmans 8:28).

7. We reject all theories of evolution as an ematen of the origin of
the universe and the human race and all attemptartaonize the scriptural
account of creation with such theories.

8. We reject interpretations that reduce the @hsipters of Genesis to a
narration of myths or parables or poetic accourds @re not factual history.
9. We reject all theories that blur the distinotletween human beings
and animals, since only human beings have immsoials and are
accountable to God.

10. We reject all theories that blur the distiontbetween God and his
creation (pantheism).

11. We reject all views that look upon people asidally good by nature;
that consider their natural tendencies to be meaknesses, which are not
sinful; or that fail to recognize their total spural depravity and their
inability to please God (Romans 3:9-18). This isatBcripture teaches
about creation, mankind, and sin. This we beli¢¥&ch, and confess.
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This We Believe

lll. CHRIST AND REDEMPTION



1. We believe that Jesus Christ is the eternaldd@od, one with the
Father from all eternity (John 1:1,2). In the ceun$ time, he took a true and
complete, yet sinless, human nature to himselfdtzals 4:4) when he was
conceived as a holy child in the virgin Mary thraugymiracle of the Holy
Spirit (Luke 1:35). God's angel testified, "What@ceived in her is from
the Holy Spirit" (Matthew 1:20). Jesus Christ isqure, for in him the true
God and a true human nature are inseparably uinitede person, the holy
God-man. He is called Immanuel, which means "Gdd ws" (Matthew
1:23).

2. We believe that Jesus at all times possessdilthess of the Deity
with all divine power, wisdom, and glory (Colosssa?19). His divinity was
evident when he performed miracles (John 2:11).vidute he lived on
earth, he took on the form of a servant, humblimgskel!f by laying aside the
continuous and full display and use of his diviharacteristics. During this
time he lived as a man among mankind, enduredrsudfeand humbled
himself to the shameful death on the cross (Phdipp2:7,8). We believe
that Christ descended into hell to proclaim higong over Satan (1 Peter
3:18,19). We believe that he rose again from tlawervith a glorified body,
ascended, and is exalted on high to rule with pawer the world, with
grace in his church, and with glory in eternity i{ippians 2:9-11).

3. We believe that Jesus Christ, the God-man,seasby the Father to
redeem all people, that is, to buy them back froenguilt and punishment
of sin. Jesus came to fulfill the law (Matthew 5:%@ that on the basis of his
perfect obedience all people would be declared (®bmans 5:18,19). He
came to bear "the iniquity of us all" (Isaiah 531@nsoming all people by
his sacrifice for sin on the altar of the cross {tkew 20:28). We believe
that he is the God-appointed substitute for allpeadHis righteousness, or
perfect obedience, is accepted by the Father asghieousness, his death
for sin as our death for sin (2 Corinthians 5:24% believe that his
resurrection gives full assurance that God haspgeddhe payment he made
for all (Romans 4:25).

4, We believe that God reconciled "the world tméelf in Christ, not
counting men's sins against them" (2 Corinthiad®)%:We believe that
Jesus is "the Lamb of God, who takes away thefdimeoworld" (John

1:29). The mercy and grace of God are all-embrac¢hegreconciliation
through Christ is universal; the forgiveness okdias been gained as an
accomplished fact for all people. Because of thestutionary work of
Christ, God has justified all people, that is, Gad declared them to be not
guilty. This forms the firm, objective basis foetkinner's assurance of
salvation.



5. We reject any teaching that in any way limitgi€t's work of
atonement. We reject any teaching that says Qbaidtthe penalty only for
the sins of some people. We reject any teachingstnegs Christ made only a
partial payment for sins.

6. We reject the views that consider the Gospabaats to be pious
fiction developed by early Christians to expressrtldeas about Jesus
Christ rather than a true account of what actuadiypened in history. We
reject all attempts to make the historical accuifogvents in Christ's life--
such as his virgin birth, his miracles, or his hpdesurrection--appear
unimportant or even doubtful. We reject the attemptstress a "present
encounter with the living Christ" in such a wayttdasus' redemptive work
recorded in Scripture loses its importance.

This is what Scripture teaches about Christ and reedmption. This we
believe, teach and confess.
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This We Believe

V. JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH

1. We believe that God has justified all sinn#rat is, he has declared
them righteous for the sake of Christ. This isdbetral message of
Scripture upon which the very existence of the chulepends. Itis a
message relevant to people of all times and pladesl races and social
levels, for "the result of one trespass was condeiom for all men"
(Romans 5:18). All need forgiveness of sins befaoel, and Scripture
proclaims that all have been justified, for "theul¢ of one act of
righteousness was justification that brings lifedh men" (Romans 5:18).



2. We believe that individuals receive this fréé @f forgiveness not on
the basis of their own works, but only throughHdiEphesians 2:8,9).
Justifying faith is trust in Christ and his redemptwork. This faith justifies
not because of any power it has in itself, but drdgause of the salvation
prepared by God in Christ, which it embraces (R@s#a8; 4:5). On the
other hand, although Jesus died for all, Scripsases that "whoever does not
believe will be condemned" (Mark 16:16). Unbelies/@rfeit the
forgiveness won for them by Christ (John 8:24).

3. We believe that people cannot produce thistyusg faith, or trust, in
their own hearts, because "the man without thatSjmes not accept the
things that come from the Spirit of God, for theg foolishness to him" (1
Corinthians 2:14). In fact, "the sinful mind is titessto God" (Romans 8:7).
It is the Holy Spirit who gives people faith to ogmize that "Jesus is Lord"
(1 Corinthians 12:3). The Holy Spirit works thistfaby means of the gospel
(Romans 10:17). We believe, therefore, that a pé&sssmnversion is entirely
the work of God's grace. Rejection of the gospédiasvever, entirely the
unbeliever's own fault (Matthew 23:37).

4, We believe that sinners are saved by graceeaérace is the
undeserved love of God for sinners. This love ledl @ give sinners
everything they need for their salvation. It isaljift of God. People do
nothing to earn any of it (Ephesians 2:8,9).

5. We believe that already before the world wasiad, God chose
those individuals whom he would in time converotigh the gospel of
Christ and preserve in faith to eternal life (Epaes 1:4-6; Romans
8:29,30). This election to faith and salvation cwway was caused by
anything in people but shows how completely sabwvais by grace alone
(Romans 11:5,6).

6. We believe that at the moment of death, théssafuthose who
believe in Christ go immediately to be with the dlam the joy of heaven
because of the atoning work of Christ (Luke 23:43)e souls of those who
do not believe in Christ go to an eternity of mysier hell (Luke 16:22-24).
7. We reject every teaching that people in any eatribute to their
salvation. We reject the belief that people withittown power can
cooperate in their conversion or make a decisioiCfuist (John 15:16). We
reject the belief that those who are converted W= resistant to God's
grace than those who remain unconverted. We rajeefforts to present
faith as a condition people must fulfill to com@éheir justification. We
reject all attempts of sinners to justify themssliefore God.

8. We reject any suggestion that the doctrinaistifjcation by faith is
no longer meaningful today.



9. We reject the teaching that believers can nfalefrom faith ("once
saved, always saved"), because the Bible saypdassible for believers to
fall from faith (1 Corinthians 10:12).

10. We reject the false and blasphemous concluketrthose who are
lost were predestined, or elected, by God to dammabr God wants all
people to be saved (1 Timothy 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9).

11. We reject universalism, the belief that abhjple are saved, even those
without faith in Christ (John 3:36). We reject @lism, the belief that there
are other ways to salvation besides faith in Clidishn 14:6; Acts 4:12). We
reject any teaching that says it does not matteit whe believes so long as
one has faith in God.

This is what Scripture teaches about justificatioroy grace through
faith. This we believe, teach and confess.
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This We Believe

V. GOOD WORKS AND PRAYER

1. We believe that faith in Jesus Christ alwagsl$ea believer to
produce works that are pleasing to God. "Faithtdsff, if it is not
accompanied by action, is dead" (James 2:17). Bxauiach in Christ the
vine, a Christian produces good fruit (John 15:5).

2. We believe that works pleasing to God are woikeve, for "love is
the fulfillment of the law" (Romans 13:10). Faitigwever, does not set up
its own standards to determine what is loving (katt 15:9). True faith
delights to do only what agrees with God's holy.Wihat will of God is
revealed in the Bible, particularly in the Ten Coamdments as their



content is repeated in the New Testament. In vimgstvith current moral
problems, the Christian will therefore seek ansviren® God's law.

3. We believe, for example, that the Fifth Commameht teaches that
all human life is a gift from God. This commandmepéaks against
abortion, suicide, and euthanasia ("mercy killing")

4, We believe that the Sixth Commandment reguiai@siage and the
family. God instituted marriage as a lifelong unafrone man and one
woman (Matthew 19:4-6). It is the only proper contier sexual intimacy
and the procreation of children. A marriage caribaéed without sin only
when God ends the marriage through the death obbtiee spouses.
Nevertheless, a Christian may obtain a divorcésifon her spouse has
broken the marriage through adultery (Matthew 18r9nalicious desertion
(1 Corinthians 7:15). The Sixth Commandment forlaillisexual intimacy
apart from marriage, including homosexuality (1i@drians 6:9,10).

5. We believe that individuals are free to malertbwn decisions
concerning matters that are neither forbidden narmrnanded by God's
Word (adiaphora). People must be careful, howekat,their use of this
freedom does not cause others to sin.

6. We believe that good works, which are fruit$aith, must be
distinguished from works of civic righteousnessigened by unbelievers.
Although unbelievers may do much that appears tgaoel and upright,
these works are not good in God's sight, for "watifaith it is impossible to
please God" (Hebrews 11:6). While we recognizevtiee of such works
for human society, we know that unbelievers cauloatheir duty to God
through works of civic righteousness.

7. We believe that in this world even the bestksaf Christians are
tainted with sin. A sinful nature still afflicts esy Christian. Therefore
Christians often fail to do the good they want eobait keep on doing the
evil they do not want to do (Romans 7:18-21). Theyst confess that all
their righteous acts are like filthy rags (Isai@ah6). Because of Christ's
redemption, however, these imperfect efforts ofi€lians are considered
holy and acceptable by their heavenly Father.

8. We believe that the Holy Spirit enables everlydver to produce
good works as fruits of faith (Galatians 5:22-ZH)e Holy Spirit

gives every believer a new nature, or "new marat thoperates

with the Holy Spirit in doing good works. The HdBpirit uses the

gospel to motivate believers to do good works.

9. The Holy Spirit also equips the church withth# spiritual gifts it
needs for its well-being (1 Corinthians 12:4-11yring the beginning of the
New Testament era, special charismatic gifts werengto the church, such



as signs, miracles, and speaking in tongues. Tdiisavere connected with
the ministry of the apostles (2 Corinthians 12:T2)ere is no evidence in
Scripture that we today should expect the contionaif such charismatic
gifts.

10. We believe that a life of prayer is a fruitfaith. Confidently, through
faith in their Savior, Christians address theirndegdly Father with petitions
and praise. They present their needs and the néedsers, and they give
thanks (1 Timothy 2:1). Such prayers are a deligi@od, and he grants
their requests according to his wisdom (Matthew8;:Z John 5:14).

11. We reject every thought that the good work€lufistians in any way
earn or contribute toward establishing a righttreteship with God and
gaining salvation in heaven.

12. We reject every attempt to abolish the unchmngnoral law of God
as revealed in the Bible as the absolute standamthat is right and wrong.
13. We reject the view that people may decidg¢lfemselves what is
right and wrong apart from God's Word. We reject ansuse of the term
love to condone behavior contrary to God's Word.rééegnize these
arguments as schemes of Satan to obscure the ldgevid God's holy will
and to undermine the consciousness of sin.

14. We reject any view that considers the actrayipg a means of grace.
Although God certainly gives good gifts to believar answer to their
prayers, he conveys his forgiving grace and sthesgt faith only through
the Word and sacraments. Furthermore, we rejecviamythat looks upon
prayer as beneficial only because it helps thevdm®prays feel better.

15. We reject the view that all prayers are aadptto God, and we hold
that the prayers of all who do not have faith irri€thare vain babbling
addressed to false gods (Matthew 6:7). This is \Bleapture teaches about
good works and prayer. This we believe, teach,camfess.
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VI. THE MEANS OF GRACE

1. We believe that God bestows all spiritual blegs upon sinners by
special means established by him. These are theshnoégrace, the gospel
in Word and sacraments. We define a sacramensasrad act established
by Christ in which the Word connected with an dgrédlement gives the
forgiveness of sins.

2. We believe that through the gospel, the goadsrad Christ's atoning
sacrifice for sinners, the Holy Spirit works faithpeople, whose hearts are
by nature hostile to God (1 Peter 1:23). Scriptaezhes that "faith comes
from hearing the message, and the message is teaodh the word of
Christ" (Romans 10:17). This Spirit-worked faithngs about a renewal in
sinners and makes them heirs of eternal life ivéea

3. We believe that also through the SacramentaptiBm the Holy
Spirit applies the gospel to sinners, giving theaw tife (Titus 3:5) and
cleansing them from all sin (Acts 2:38). The Loads to the blessing of
Baptism when he promises, "Whoever believes abdjpsized will be
saved" (Mark 16:16). We believe that the blessihBaptism is meant for
all people (Matthew 28:19), including infants. Infa are born sinful (John
3:6) and therefore need to be born again, th&d ise brought to faith,
through Baptism (John 3:5).

4, We believe that all who join in the Sacramdrthe Lord's Supper
receive the true body and blood of Christ in, wathd under the bread and
wine (1 Corinthians 10:16). This is true becaudsemthe Lord instituted
this sacrament, he said, "This is my body. Thimysblood of the covenant,
which is poured out for many for the forgivenessiot" (Matthew
26:26,28). We believe that Christ's words of ingiitn cause the real
presence--not any human action. As believers redabody and blood,
they also receive the forgiveness of sins (MattBéw28) and the comfort
and assurance that they are truly his own. Unbetgealso receive Christ's
body and blood, but to their judgment (1 Corintlsidi:29).

5. We believe that the Lord gave his Word andstiaments of
Baptism and the Lord's Supper for a purpose. Hentamaled his followers,
"Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizingnthin the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, aathing them to obey



everything | have commanded you" (Matthew 28:19,Z8yough God's
Word and sacraments he preserves and extendslih€astian church
throughout the world. Believers should thereforaliigent and faithful in
the use of these divinely established means okedg@ahemselves and in
their mission outreach to others. These are thgmehlns through which
immortal souls are brought to faith and to lifeheaven.

6. We reject any views that look for the revelatod the grace of God
and salvation apart from the gospel as found irSitrgptures. We reject any
views that look for the Holy Spirit to work faitlpart from the means of
grace. We likewise reject the view that the law rmeans of grace.

7. We reject the view that babies should not hibed and that they
cannot believe in Christ (Luke 18:15-17). We rejbet view that baptism
must be by immersion.

8. We reject all teachings that the Sacramertt@fdtar offers nothing
more than signs and symbols of Jesus' sacrifieeeltly denying that Christ's
true body and blood are received in the Lord's Supy¥e reject the view
that those who eat the body of Christ in the saerdmerely receive Christ
spiritually by faith. We reject the claim that ufibeers and hypocrites do
not receive the true body and blood of Jesus irfs@ament.

9. We reject the doctrine of transubstantiatiohiclv teaches that the
substance of the bread and wine are changed gntitelthe body and
blood of Christ. Scripture teaches that all comroants receive both the
bread and wine and the body and blood of Chrigidfinthians 10:16).

10. We reject any attempt to set the precise momighin the
celebration of the Lord's Supper when the bodyldadd of Christ

become present. We therefore reject the view thatoust believe that
Christ's body and blood are present as soon asdtas of consecration
have been spoken and the view that one must bahav€hrist's body

and blood become present only at the moment afigeatid drinking.

This is what Scripture teaches about the means ofare. This we
believe, teach and confess.
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This We Believe

VIl. THE CHURCH AND ITS MINISTRY

1. We believe that there is one holy Christianrchuwhich is the
temple of God (1 Corinthians 3:16) and the bodZbfist (Ephesians 1:23;
4:12). The members of this one church are all thdse are the "sons of
God through faith in Christ Jesus" (Galatians 3:2Z8) church, then,
consists only of believers, or saints, whom Goceptsas holy for the sake
of Jesus' righteousness, which has been creditdeno (2 Corinthians
5:21). These saints are scattered throughout thielwall people who
believe that Jesus is their Savior from sin are bemof the holy Christian
church, regardless of the nation, race, or chuody bo which they belong.
2. We believe that this holy Christian church reality, although it is
not an external, visible organization. Because "toaks at the outward
appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart" (1ughd6:7), only the Lord
knows "those who are his" (2 Timothy 2:19). The rbers of the holy
Christian church are known only to God; we cannstirtguish between true
believers and hypocrites. The holy Christian chusdherefore invisible and
cannot be identified with any one church body ahwie total membership
of all church bodies.

3. We believe that the presence of the holy dansthurch nevertheless
can be recognized. Wherever the gospel is preamméthe sacraments are
administered, the holy Christian church is prestentthrough the means of
grace true faith is produced and preserved (ISsbah0,11). The means of
grace, therefore, are called the marks of the thurc

4, We believe that it is the Lord's will that G3trans meet regularly to
build one another up by using the means of gragetier (Hebrews
10:24,25) and to work for the spread of the gosgelall the world (Mark
16:15). Since these visible gatherings (for exammagregations and
synods) use the means of grace, they are calladiadal They bear this
name, however, only because of the true believesept in them (1
Corinthians 1:2).

5. We believe that God directs believers to ackadge oneness in faith



with Christians whose confession of faith subnotslit the teachings of
Scripture (John 8:31; 1 Thessalonians 5:21,22)b%fieve, furthermore,
that individuals through their membership in a chupody commit
themselves to the doctrine and practice of thatathulo assert that unity
exists where there is no agreement in confessitmpsesume to look into
people's hearts. Only God can look into peoplessthelt is not necessary
that all Christians agree on matters of churchalitw organization. About
these the New Testament gives no commands (Rordahg)1

6. We believe that those whose confession of faiieals that they are
united in the doctrines of Scripture will exprelssit fellowship in Christ as
occasion permits (Ephesians 4:3). They may exphessfellowship by
joint worship, by joint proclamation of the gosp&y, joining in Holy
Communion, by joint prayer, and by joint church kwad®od directs
believers not to practice religious fellowship wikilose whose confession
and actions reveal that they teach, tolerate, stijpmodefend error (2 John
10,11). When error appears in the church, Christiaifi try to preserve
their fellowship by patiently admonishing the offiems, in the hope that
they will turn from their error (2 Timothy 2:25,2%jtus 3:10). But the Lord
commands believers not to practice church fellopvstith people who
persist in teaching or adhering to beliefs thatfalse (Romans 16:17,18).
7. We believe that every Christian is a priesbbefGod (1 Peter 2:9).
All believers have direct and equal access tolihene of grace through
Christ, the mediator (Ephesians 2:17,18). God hasnghe means of grace
to all believers. All Christians are to declare phaises of him who called
them out of darkness into his wonderful light (1dP&:9). In this sense all
Christians are ministers, or servants, of the gospad wants all Christians
to share the message of salvation with other pgdfddthew 28:19,20;
10:32).

8. We believe that God has also established thicoministry of the
Word (Ephesians 4:11), and it is the will of Godttthe church, in
accordance with good order (1 Corinthians 14:48)),qualified individuals
into this public ministry (1 Timothy 3:1-10; 1 Cothians 9:14). Such
individuals minister publicly, that is, not becawaseindividuals they possess
the universal priesthood but because they are dek#al this in the name of
fellow Christians (Romans 10:15). These individwals the called servants
of Christ and ministers of the gospel. They aretadie lords over God's
church (1 Peter 5:3). We believe that when theathaalls individuals into
this public ministry, the Lord himself is actingdligh the church (Acts
20:28). We believe that the church has the freetdoestablish various
forms within the one ministry of the Word, suchpastors, Christian



teachers, and staff ministers. Through its cafl,ahurch in Christian liberty
designates the place and scope of service.

9. We believe that the church's mission is toes@eople with the Word
and sacraments. This service is usually done @l lImengregations. We look
upon the pastoral office as the most compreherisive of the public
ministry of the Word. Pastors are trained and dalbeprovide such
comprehensive spiritual oversight for the gatheand nurturing of souls in
congregations (1 Peter 5:2).

10. We believe that women may participate in effiand activities of the
public ministry except where that work involvestaarity over men (1
Timothy 2:11,12). This means that women may notesas pastors nor
participate in assemblies of the church in ways éarcise authority over
men (1 Corinthians 11:3; 14:33-35).

11. We reject any attempt to identify the holy Stan church with an
outward organization. We reject any claim thatdherch must function in
the world through specific organizational forms.

12. We reject as false ecumenicity any views lth@k for the true unity
of the church in some form of external or organaral union, and we
oppose all movements toward such union made abpense of a clear
confession of all the teachings of Scripture. Weatethe contention that
religious fellowship may be practiced without agneat in doctrine and
practice. There must be agreement in the confesdisariptural doctrines,
and also one's actions or practice must show that is not tolerated.

13. We reject participation or membership in orgaations that have
religious features in conflict with the Christiaaath, such as most lodges.

This is what Scripture teaches about church and mistry. This we
believe, teach, and confess.
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VIll. THE CHURCH AND THE STATE

1. We believe that not only the church but alsodtate, that is, all
governmental authority, has been instituted by Gblde authorities that
exist have been established by God" (Romans 13Hr)stians will,
therefore, for conscience' sake obey the governthahtules over them
(Romans 13:5) unless that government commands tinelisobey God
(Acts 5:29).

2. We believe that God has given the church aadtéte their own
distinct responsibilities. To the church the Loaslassigned the
responsibility of calling sinners to repentancepfclaiming forgiveness
through the cross of Christ, and of encouragingetets in their Christian
living. The purpose is to lead the elect of Goéternal salvation through
faith in Christ. To the state the Lord has assighedduty of keeping good
order and peace, of punishing the wrongdoer, araarahging all civil
matters in society (Romans 13:3,4). The purposihat we may live
peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and ressY (1 Timothy 2:2).

3. We believe that the only means God has givéndgahurch to carry
out its assigned purpose are the Word and sacrar(iatthew 28:19,20).
People are converted by the Holy Spirit only thiotlge message of law and
gospel, sin and grace, the wrath of God againsdrsiithe mercy of God in
Christ. We believe that the means given to the dtatulfill its assignment
Is civil law with its punishments and rewards, getand used according to
the light of reason (Romans 13:4). The light osmeaincludes the natural
knowledge of God, the natural knowledge of the lamg conscience.

4. We believe the proper relation is preserved/éen the church and
the state only when each remains within its diwirsssigned sphere and
uses its divinely entrusted means. The church ghaatl exercise civil
authority nor interfere with the state as the staieies out its
responsibilities. The state should not become semgger of the gospel nor
interfere with the church in its preaching missidhe church should not
attempt to use the civil law and force to lead pedp Christ. The state
should not seek to govern by means of the gospeth®other hand, the
church and the state may cooperate in an endeavon@ as each remains
within its assigned place and uses its entrusteahme



5. We believe that Christians are citizens of betims and serve God
by faithfully fulfilling their duties in both (Romes 13:6,7).

6. We reject any attempt by the state to redtnietfree exercise of
religion.

7. We reject any views that look to the churcguale and influence the
state directly in the conduct of its affairs.

8. We reject any attempt on the part of the chtwcdeek the financial
assistance of the state in carrying out its sapingose.

9. We reject any views that hold that citizensfege to disobey such
laws of the state with which they disagree on th&dof personal judgment.

This is what Scripture teaches about church and sta. This we
believe, teach, and confess.
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IX. JESUS' RETURN AND THE
JUDGMENT

1.  We believe that Jesus, true God and true man, ag®from death
and ascended to the right hand of the Fathercantie again. He will return
visibly, in the same way as his disciples saw honrgo heaven (Acts 1:11).
2.  We believe that no one can know the exact timeesfig' return. This
knowledge is hidden even from the angels in he@vkithew 24:36).
Nevertheless, our Lord has given signs to his betgeto keep them in
constant expectation of his return (Matthew 24:3-Hé has told them to be
alert and to watch so that day will not come ugwent unexpectedly (Luke



21:34).

3.  We believe that at Jesus' return this present waitld&come to an end.
"In keeping with his promise we are looking forwanda new heaven and a
new earth, the home of righteousness" (2 Pete).3:13

4.  We believe that when Jesus returns and his voieeasd throughout
the earth, all the dead will rise, that is, theuls will be reunited with their
bodies (John 5:28,29). Together with those stilhly, the resurrected will
appear before his throne of judgment. The unbeltewd! be condemned to
an eternity in hell. Those who by faith have beleamsed in the blood of
Christ will be glorified and will live with Jesusifever in the blessed
presence of God in heaven (Philippians 3:21).

5.  We reject the teaching that Christ will reign omtledor a thousand
years in a physical, earthly kingdom. This teacl{mdlennialism) has no
valid scriptural basis and falsely leads Christitmset their hopes upon an
earthly kingdom of Christ (John 18:36). We rejecuascriptural any claim
that Christians will be physically removed, or "naqed," from the earth
prior to judgment day. We likewise reject as unsanial any claim that all
the Jews will be converted in the final days.

6. We reject the teaching that Christians shombd ffor one individual
to arise in the end times as the great Antichfise characteristics of the
Antichrist as presented in Scripture have beenaaadbeing fulfilled in the
institution of the papacy (2 Thessalonians 2:4-¥09.reject the opinion that
the identification of the papacy with the Antichigas merely a historical
judgment valid only at the time of the Reformation.

7. We reject any denial of a bodily resurrectiad af the reality and
eternity of hell. We reject the teaching that thels of people who have
died return to earth in other bodies (reincarnat{étebrews 9:27).

8. We reject all attempts to interpret the Newtdegent descriptions of
Jesus' second coming, of the end of the worldcatice judgment as mere
figures of speech for events that take place ntiteaend of time but within
the ongoing history of the world.

This is what Scripture teaches about Jesus' returand the judgment.
This we believe, teach and confess.
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