
 

Midweek Lenten Worship 
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 

Church 
3:30 pm and 6:30 pm 
Week 6 : “Sympathy”



Opening Hymn Now the Light Has Gone Away—784 

 

Confession of Sins 
Stand 

In the name of our God, to whom all hearts are open and from whom 
no secrets are hidden. 

Amen. 

I confess that I am by nature sinful. I am guilty of many sins. I am 
distressed by the sins that trouble me. For all this I am sorry. I pray 
for forgiveness. Have mercy on me, O God, according to your 
unfailing love. 

Jesus says to his people, “If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are 
forgiven.” His death paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the 
whole world. Do you believe this? 

Yes, I believe. 

By the authority of Christ, I forgive you your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Be Seated 

Psalm 138 

Psalm Prayer 
Lord, we bow down to you in thankful praise. You have made your 
ways known to both lowly and great on the earth. You have not 
abandoned the work of your hands, but instead you have redeemed us 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
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A choir or group may be inserted here.  

Responsive Passion History 
LEADER: When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, 
dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, with the 
undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one 
piece from top to bottom. They said to one another: 
MEN: “Let’s not tear it. Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” 
LEADER: This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled which 
said, 
WOMEN: “They divided my garments among themselves and cast lots 
for my clothing.” 
LEADER: So this is what the soldiers did. And sitting down, they kept 
watch over him there. Those who passed by hurled insults at him, 
shaking their heads and saying, 
CONGREGATION: “You who are going to destroy the temple and build 
it in three days, save yourself! Come down from the cross, if you are 
the Son of God!” 
LEADER: In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law 
and the elders mocked him: 
CONGREGATION: “He saved others, but he can’t save himself! He’s the 
king of Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, and we will 
believe in him. He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants 
him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 
WOMEN: One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: 
MEN: “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 
WOMEN: But the other criminal rebuked him. He said: 
LEADER: “Don’t you fear God, since you are under the same sentence? 
We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But 
this man has done nothing wrong. Jesus, remember me when you 
come into your kingdom.” 
MEN: “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
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LEADER: Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, 
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his 
mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he 
said to his mother: 
MEN: “Dear woman, here is your son.” 
LEADER: And to the disciple: 
MEN: “Here is your mother.” 
LEADER: From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. 
WOMEN: At the sixth hour darkness came over the whole land until 
the ninth hour, for the sun stopped shining. And at the ninth hour 
Jesus cried out in a loud voice: 
LEADER: “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” 
WOMEN: - which means: 
MEN: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
LEADER: When some of those standing near heard this, they said: 
CONGREGATION: “Listen, he’s calling Elijah.” 
LEADER: Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the 
Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, 
MEN: “I am thirsty.” 
LEADER: A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in 
it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ 
lips. When he had received the drink, Jesus said: 
MEN: “It is finished.” 
LEADER: Jesus called out with a loud voice: 
MEN: “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” 
WOMEN: With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
LEADER: At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two 
from top to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split. The tombs 
broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died were 
raised to life. They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus’ 
resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many  
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people. When the centurion and those with him who were guarding 
Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were 
terrified, and exclaimed: 
CONGREGATION: “Surely he was the Son of God!” 
LEADER: When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight 
saw what took place, they beat their breasts and went away.  
Some women were watching from a distance. Among them were Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and 
Salome. In Galilee these women had followed him and cared for his 
needs. Many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem 
were also there. 

Sermon Hymn God Was There on Calvary—433 

 
5 Life was there on Calvary, 

flowing from his wounded side, 
spent that death itself might die 
    there on Calvary.

 
6 We were there on Calvary; 

we were pardoned, saved, set free, 
saved to live eternally— 
    blessèd Calvary!
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Sermon 

Offering  Forgive Us, Lord, For Shallow Thankfulness—754:6 

Please Stand and Sing as the offering is brought to the altar 

Prayer 
O God our Father, by your mercy and might the world turns safely into 
darkness and returns again to light. 

We place into your hands our unfinished tasks, our unsolved 
problems, and our unfulfilled hopes, knowing that only what you 
bless will prosper. 

To your great love and protection we commit each other and all those 
we love, knowing that you alone are our sure defender; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him. 

Amen. 

Be Seated 

Closing Hymn What Grace is This—395:1-4 
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The unbelieving world has always insisted on putting God on trial. This series takes us 
back to the moments when God was literally on trial before men in the person of Christ. 

In these inspired episodes, we find forgiveness for us and all people, love for our enemies, 
strength for our faith, and courage to testify to the truth.  

Ash Wednesday 
February 14, 2024

Accusations 
Job 40:1,2; 42:1-6 
Pastor Elijah Ehlert 
St. Paul’s North Fond du Lac

Midweek 2 
February 21, 2024

Restraint 
Luke 22:47-53 
Pastor Chris Rathje 
Redeemer Fond du Lac

Midweek 3 
February 28, 2024

Testimony 
Matthew 26:57-75 
Pastor Michael Kampman 
St. Paul’s North Fond du Lac

Midweek 4 
March 6, 2024

Misconceptions 
Luke 23:1-12 
Pastor James Borgwardt 
Redeemer Fond du Lac

Midweek 5 
March 13, 2024

Truth 
John 18:33-40 
Pastor Matthew Grunewald 
Good Shepherd Fond du Lac

Midweek 6 
March 20, 2024

Sympathy 
Luke 23:26-34 
Pastor Elijah Ehlert 
St. Paul’s North Fond du Lac
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