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God’s Word 

 

First Lesson: Isaiah 40:6-11 
 
6 A voice says, “Cry out.” And I said, “What shall I cry?” “All men are like grass, 
and all their glory is like the flowers of the field. 7The grass withers and the 
flowers fall, because the breath of the Lord blows on them. Surely the people 
are grass. 8The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God 
stands forever.” 9 You who bring good tidings to Zion, go up on a high 
mountain. You who bring good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a 
shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the towns of Judah, “Here is your God!” 
10 See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power, and his arm rules for him. See, 
his reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him. 11 He tends 
his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them 
close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young. 

 



Psalm 119E 

 
 

 

 



Second Lesson: Acts 17:10-15 
10 As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On 
arriving there, they went to the Jewish synagogue. 11 Now the Bereans were of 
more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message 
with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what 
Paul said was true. 12 Many of the Jews believed, as did also a number of 
prominent Greek women and many Greek men. 13 When the Jews in 
Thessalonica learned that Paul was preaching the word of God at Berea, they 
went there too, agitating the crowds and stirring them up. 14 The brothers 
immediately sent Paul to the coast, but Silas and Timothy stayed at Berea. 15 

The men who escorted Paul brought him to Athens and then left with 
instructions for Silas and Timothy to join him as soon as possible. 

 

Verse of the Day: 2 Timothy 3:15 

Alleluia.  From infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able 
to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. Alleluia.  

 

Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 13:1-23 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large 
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the 
people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, 
saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, 
some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky 
places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil 
was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they 
withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which 
grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it 
produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 He who 
has ears, let him hear.” 10 The disciples came to him and asked, “Why do you 
speak to the people in parables?” 11 He replied, “The knowledge of the secrets 
of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them. 12 Whoever 
has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not 
have, even what he has will be taken from him. 13 This is why I speak to them 
in parables: “Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear 
or understand. 14 In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: “ ‘You will be ever 



hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never 
perceiving. 15 For this people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear 
with their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with 
their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I 
would heal them.’ 16 But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears 
because they hear. 17 For I tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous men 
longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but 
did not hear it. 18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When 
anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the 
evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed 
sown along the path. 20 The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places 
is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since he 
has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes 
because of the word, he quickly falls away. 22 The one who received the seed 
that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of 
this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. 23 But 
the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the 
word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or 
thirty times what was sown.” 

 

PRAYER 

Lord God, grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may hear and believe Your 

Word.  Cleanse our minds and renew our hearts that we may live for You 

here and hereafter; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY    Speak, O Savior, I Am Listening  | CW#631 

 



Sermon 

We Praise You, O God 

 



 

Be seated 



THE GATHERING OF THE OFFERING 

On the first day of every week, each one of you should 
set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, 
saving it up, so that when I come no collections will 
have to be made (1 Cor. 16:2). 

The offering plates will be passed through the 

congregation.  After collection, the ushers will take 

the offering plates to the front to present them at the altar of God.  As 

the plates come forward, please stand and sing our offering hymn. 

 

OFFERING HYMN  ALMIGHTY GOD, YOUR WORD IS CAST | CW#644:1-2 

 

 

 
Thank You 

Jesus! 



 

 

 

 



HYMN     Speak, O Lord  | CW#633 

  



Prayer  

… through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.  

Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 



CLOSING HYMN     God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage  | CW#640 
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